CHAJPTEB  VIII.
DYNAMITK.
THE manifold drawbacks connected with the use
of nitro-glycerine in the liquid state, and particularly
also the endeavour to render the manipulation of the
explosive oil less fraught with danger by mixing it
with a non-active solid component, have resulted in
the explosive oil being absorbed by porous, solid sub-
stances, and being employed in this new form under
the name of dynamite.
Formerly under the designation dynamite only
that preparation was understood that was obtained
by the absorption of explosive oil by kieselguhr
(kieselguhr dynamite No. 1).
At present dynamite applies to any explosive sub-
stance impregnated with nitro-glycerine, the nature
of the absorption substance being immaterial.
Kieselguhr is erroneously designated infusorial
earth, as formerly the diatoms of which it consists
were considered to be infusorial plates, whereas they
spring from, a genus of plant to which algae belong.
They are surrounded with a very strong silicic acid
coating, and under the microscope the .form is that
of a, dish, a boat, or a pipe. The appearance of